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Foreword

It is indeed a privilege to be writing a joint foreword for this special retrospective edition of Here & 
Now. At the outset, we'd like to thank Dean Publications Rajeshwari Lakshmanan for her idea and 
efforts in retrieving old editions from the ISABS Delhi office and painstakingly selecting articles. 
They represent the diversity and richness of points of view across 4 generations of ISABS 
professional members who have built and contributed to ISABS and its core work of T Group 
facilitation, besides applying behavioural science principles to self, organizations and social causes 
for facilitating change.

Reading through these articles is a nostalgic experience indeed, evoking both poignant memories 
of the past, as well as excitement about possibilities of change for the future. Some authors 
represented in this collection are no more with us; some have chosen to withdraw from active 
contribution to ISABS. Quite a few are still actively engaged in institution-building for ISABS. 
However, the fact is that all three categories of authors represented here are part of the history as 
well as the institutional memory of ISABS. This edition is but a humble tribute to their efforts, and to 
that of many more like them whose contribution, for want of space, have not been included here.    

With the fond hope from us that this edition also serves the function of kindling the love and 
commitment for self-exploration, institution-building as well as social change in the coming 
generations of ISABSians,

  

Ganesh Anantharaman                                                         Atul Chugh,
Past President                                                                        President
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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Greetings!

I have great pride in presenting to all of you a Retrospective Issue of Here and Now.

This is my humble way of paying tribute to all Professional Members of ISABS who have been part of the Here and Now 
journey. As I write this editorial note I get a sense of having travelled a long distance. This issue is an attempt to cover the 
evolution of Here and Now and hopes to bring the 'There and Then' of Here and Now into our present space which adds 
immense value and trust to our ever growing ISABS.

One of the main aims of bringing out this issue is to look back at the contribution of our Professional Members, some of 
whom were also the founder members. While some of them are not with us anymore, they have left a rich legacy for us to 
know about the values they held and how they strived to nurture and build ISABS for what it is, and the meaning it holds 
for each one of us. This issue is dedicated to all those who have held and built Here and Now year after year with their 
passionate and sincere efforts. 

I offer my sincere thanks to Ganesh for supporting me in this venture. A special thanks to Rajkumar at our Delhi office for 
sending me a pen drive copying all the issues covered from 1990 till date. Kudos to him, with the use technology I was 
able to retrieve some of the articles that have been selected and presented to all of you. I had to take help from other 
people close by for furthering this process. My gratitude to one and all.

A couple of norms largely around diversity have been taken into consideration for the selection of the articles which are 
spread across regions, times and themes. The issues that were considered for the retrospective were from the year 
1990 to year 2010.Since its inception, Here and Now has strived to reach out to the ISABS community by way of sharing 
deep personal reflections and feelings, holding dearly the values of openness and authenticity, and raising important 
questions about the practice of T Group facilitation. It has been our effort to ensure that the selected articles celebrate 
the values we strive for. 

Personally when I had taken this project of A Retrospective issue, I had not imagined what was in store for me. The 
richness, diversity and the range of contributions offer a deep sense of connectedness and relatedness in the area of the 
work we do. As I read each article (even those not presented in this issue), I felt a deep sense of joy, gratitude and sense 
of wholesomeness within me. It was indeed a nostalgic and moving experience for me as I was reading the articles of 
some of them who are not with us anymore. Though I was not personally acquainted with many of the members, through 
their articles I experienced a profound connect that I cherish and it will continue for a long time. 

Apart from many changes that happened during the time of inception to its present state, the passion to contribute and 
share has been one of the hallmarks of Here and Now and it continues to remain the same even today. From being a 
newsletter in black and white to adding color and vibrancy to the design and layout the physical appearance has 
undergone some changes but the contributions and its history suggests that the core has remained invaluable even in 
changing times. 

Here and Now is one of the means by which we continue to connect with each other besides many other ways of 
contributing to our Institution Building. I hope we enjoy reading and reminiscing our old and precious memories and 
continue adding to the richness of the legacy. 

''The only way of finding the limits of the possible is by going beyond them into the impossible'' 
– Arthur C. Clarke

This quote somewhere sums up my experience of bringing out this special issue. 

Leaving you all with a fond and nostalgic journey to cherish and many more to come.

With warm wishes,

Rajeshwari L
Dean Publications
(Term 2014-16)
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